
 
Press release 

Prof. Richard DiMarchi, Prof. Svetlana Mojsov and Prof. Dr. med. Dr. 
h.c. Matthias Tschöp will be awarded the Broermann Medical 
Innovation Award 2026. 

• With prize money of one million euros, the Broermann Medical Innovation 
Award is one of the most highly endowed medical prizes in the world. 

• The award recognizes groundbreaking work in the field of metabolic 
research. 

• The researchers laid the foundation for diabetes drugs and weight-loss 
injections. 

• The award ceremony will be conducted by the Hessian Minister-President 
Boris Rhein. 
 

Giessen, July 14, 2026 – The jury of the Broermann Medical Innovation Award (BMIA) 
honors Prof. Dr. med. Dr. h.c. Matthias Tschöp (Ludwig Maximilian University of 
Munich), Prof. Svetlana Mojsov (The Rockefeller University, New York, USA), and 
Richard DiMarchi (Indiana University, USA) for their pioneering research in the field of 
metabolism. The BMIA is being awarded for the second time this year. With an 
endowment of one million euros, it is among the most highly endowed awards for 
medical research worldwide. 

A revolution in the fight against obesity 

By honoring Prof. Svetlana Mojsov, Prof. Richard DiMarchi, and Prof. Dr. med. Dr. h.c. 
Matthias Tschöp, the jury recognizes three scientists whose work has clinically 
revolutionized the treatment of type 2 diabetes and obesity. Mojsov’s discovery of the 
incretin hormone GLP-1 laid the foundation for a new class of drugs; DiMarchi’s 
peptide design and Tschöp’s translational metabolic research led to the development 
of innovative multi-agonists that control blood glucose, significantly reduce body 
weight, and sustainably improve cardiometabolic risk. Additional beneficial effects of 
this novel drug class are currently under investigation. 

With their groundbreaking research, Mojsov, DiMarchi, and Tschöp have opened an 
entirely new chapter in metabolic therapy and laid the foundation for today’s weight-
loss injections. Their work combines precise basic research with innovative drug 
development and shapes a class of medications that sustainably improve quality of 
life and health outcomes for many people worldwide. 



Prof. Matthias Tschöp, President of LMU Munich, says: “It is an extraordinary honor to 
receive the Broermann Award together with Svetlana Mojsov and Richard DiMarchi 
for the principles and drug classes behind today’s most effective obesity medicines. 
True to the award’s mission, our discoveries of bioactive GLP-1 and the weight-
reducing actions of GIP and glucagon, together with our invention of dual and triple 
gut-hormone co-agonists, are transforming obesity and diabetes care worldwide.” 

Prof. Richard DiMarchi, Distinguished Professor of Chemistry und Linda & Jack Gill 
Chair in Biomolecular Sciences Indiana University, says: “I am profoundly honored and 
humbled by this international recognition and the opportunity to share it with two 
deeply respected colleagues. The breakthrough treatment of obesity is a half century 
journey enabled by the evolution in macromolecular chemistry and its therapeutic 
application.“ 

Prof. Svetlana Mojsov, Lulu Chow Wang and Robin Chemers Neustein Research 
Professor at Rockefeller University, says: “I want to thank the scientific jury of the 
Broermann Medical Innovation Award for this honor recognizing my contribution to 
the discovery of GLP-1 that laid the foundation for the development of effective 
therapies for diabetes and obesity by Professor DiMarchi and Professor Tschöp.” 

“The award winners of this year have achieved far more than just a scientific 
breakthrough with their research. Therapies based on their findings are already 
transforming the lives of millions of people today. Their work has opened new 
avenues in the treatment of diabetes and obesity, which are underlying causes of 
numerous secondary diseases. Svetlana Mojsov, Richard DiMarchi, and Matthias 
Tschöp demonstrate impressively the power of bold scientific curiosity, perseverance, 
and international collaboration. The Broermann Medical Innovation Award honors 
individuals whose achievements set new standards and offer hope to patients 
worldwide. It makes me very happy that we are able to recognize this outstanding 
accomplishment,” says Titia Olivia große Broermann, shareholder of the Asklepios 
Clinics Group. 

Selection by a distinguished jury 

The recipients of the Broermann Medical Innovation Award are selected by an 
outstanding scientific jury composed of nine senior members from renowned 
institutions: Prof. Dr. Werner Seeger (Chair of the BMIA), Prof. Dr. Karsten Krüger 
(Member of the Executive Board of Justus Liebig University Giessen), Prof. Dr. Isabelle 
Bekeredjian-Ding (Member of the Executive Board of Philipps University Marburg), 
Prof. Dr. Britta Siegmund (Vice President of the German Research Foundation), Prof. 
Dr. Stefan Offermanns (Director of the Max Planck Institute for Heart and Lung 
Research), Prof. Dr. Otmar Wiestler (Past President of the Helmholtz Association), 
Prof. Dr. Dr. Gerd Geißlinger (Director of the Fraunhofer Institute for Translational 
Medicine and Pharmacology), Prof. Dr. Philipp Beckhove (Scientific Director of the 
Leibniz Institute for Immunotherapy), and Dr. Jan Liersch (Managing Director of 
Broermann Holding GmbH). Supported by a panel of international reviewers, the 



committee evaluates all nominations in a multi-stage process that ensures the highest 
scientific quality and independence. Decisions are based on strict selection criteria. 

About the laureates 

Prof. Svetlana Mojsov is a biochemist originally from Skopje, North Macedonia, who 
began her scientific career in peptide chemistry at Rockefeller University (New York). 
In the 1980s, she identified the biologically active form of the hormone GLP-1 and 
demonstrated its central role as an incretin in glucose metabolism, laying the 
foundation for an entirely new class of diabetes and obesity medications. She 
continues her research as a Lulu Chow Wang and Robin Chemers Neustein Research 
Professor at Rockefeller University, focusing on peptide hormones and their 
therapeutic potential. 

Prof. Richard DiMarchi is an American peptide chemist and professor at Indiana 
University who specialized early on in hormones regulating glucose and energy 
metabolism. His work on the chemical optimization and stabilization of peptide 
therapeutics—including GLP-1, GIP, glucagon, and insulin—was groundbreaking for 
the development of modern incretin therapies and multi-agonist peptide drugs. In 
addition to his academic work, DiMarchi is active as an entrepreneur and scientific 
advisor in the biotech industry. 

Prof. Matthias H. Tschöp is a German physician and metabolic researcher who, 
through his work as a scientist and professor in the United States, as well as founding 
director of the Helmholtz Diabetes Center and Chair of Metabolic Diseases at the 
Technical University of Munich, played a decisive role in advancing the development 
of effective therapies for obesity. Since October 2025, he has served as President of 
Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich. 

This year’s laureates have already received numerous scientific awards for their 
pioneering research. The Broermann Medical Innovation Award, however, is the first 
distinction to recognize, in a single joint honor, the pivotal discoveries spanning 
biologically active GLP-1, the weight-reducing effects of GIP and glucagon, and the 
development of multi-agonist therapies. 

One of the world’s most highly endowed medical prizes awarded for the second 
time 

The Broermann Medical Innovation Award will be presented for the second time in 
2026 for forward-looking excellence in medical research. The international prize, 
endowed with a record sum of one million euros, was established in 2024 by Dr. 
Bernard große Broermann, founder of Asklepios Kliniken, to promote groundbreaking 
discoveries with significant benefits for patients worldwide. At its inaugural award in 
2025, the prestigious prize was presented to the two U.S. cancer researchers Prof. Dr. 
Carl June (University of Pennsylvania) and Prof. Dr. Michel Sadelain (Columbia 
University) for their pioneering work in developing revolutionary CAR-T cell therapy 
for cancer. 



This year’s award ceremony will take place on November 17, 2026, at the Hessian 
State Chancellery in Wiesbaden. The prize will once again be presented by the 
Hessian Minister-President Boris Rhein. 
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